
Commemorate September 11 with Service 

The tragic events of September 11, 2001 left us with a sense of uneasiness. That day started as 

any other day but forever changed at 8:46 a.m. when a hijacked plane crashed into the North 

Tower of the World Trade Center in New York City. Three other hijacked planes crashed into 

places including the South Tower, the Pentagon, and a field in Pennsylvania. In a span of less 

than two hours, terrorists had destroyed three places in America and killed thousands of innocent 

lives. Our sense of security was forever tainted and lives were severely traumatized. 

Everyone who was old enough to understand what happened most likely remembers exactly 

where they were on September 11, 2001 when they heard of the attacks. I was in sixth grade. I 

remember the principal came into our homeroom class and announced that the first two planes 

had crashed into the towers. The rest of the day was spent watching the news on television and 

having moments of silence for the victims and their families.  

Last year was the tenth anniversary of the attacks. Volunteen Nation held a service project 

“Serve to Remember” to commemorate. This project involved cleaning up and restoring 

Brentwood Park. Participants helped plant flowers, pull weeds, rake leaves, lay mulch, paint 

fences, and other tasks to help beautify the park. Flags were placed along sidewalks and 

pathways to spread patriotism and remember those whose lives were lost in the tragedy. 

Brentwood Police and Fire personnel were also involved with the event.  

There are several service projects you can participate in to commemorate.  

Your local police and fire departments work hard to protect your safety. To remember those 

police and fire personnel killed in the September 11, 2001 tragedy and to also honor your local 

law enforcement and fire departments, show your appreciation for their time and talent. You can 

cook them lunch or dinner, make dessert, donate your time with a special talent, or another 

special gift.  

Write letters to your state governor and Congress representatives thanking them for continued 

service. These individuals work tirelessly to improve safety and security for all Americans and 

uphold our American values of independence. Your appreciation will help improve community 

relations.  

Organize a lunch for armed forces personnel, veterans, and their families. These men and women 

put their lives on the line fighting for your freedom. Show your appreciation for their hard work 

by offering to cook a meal for them, their families, as well as families who may have recently 

watched a loved one go to combat.   

Host a 5K walk/run to benefit Crime Stoppers. Crime Stoppers is a national organization 

dedicated to helping prevent and solve crimes in communities and schools across the country. By 



hosting a walk/run event, you will be helping enhance the community relations which will help 

to greatly reduce crime.   

Partner with your local fire department to collect $343 dollars in donations or 343 items of 

clothing or other necessities in honor of the 343 firefighters who lost their lives in the tragedy.  

You could also volunteer to help your fire department conduct a tour of the fire station to better 

connect with the community.  

 

 

 

 


