
Providing Service with a SNAP  
 

Do you feel strongly about children, particularly children with special needs?  Do you 
want to be an advocate for their inclusion into the general classroom experience and 
also athletic activities?  Did you have fun volunteering at Volunteen Nation’s “Aces For 
All” tennis clinic for children on the Autism spectrum? If you answered yes to any of 
these questions, you might be interested in volunteering for an organization that 
connects youth with special needs with quality athletic programs.  
 
Special Needs Athletic Programs, SNAP, has adopted the “children teaching children” 
model as one of their biggest priorities and most important philosophies.  
 
“Children with special needs, like all other children, need to be with their peers,” said 
Zachary Certner, founder of SNAP. “We feel that children are more likely to be 
motivated if they imitate and learn from other children.” 
 
Specific issues circulating in elementary school classrooms tend to be a source of 
inspiration for causes to care about. This was true for Zachary.  
 
“Bullying is a real hot button issue in our school systems today. Part of the problem is 
that kids are more likely to respond to peer pressure than to the anti-bullying efforts of 
teachers and administrators,” said Zachary. “It’s a tough world out there - especially in 
middle school. Each day thousands of children dread going to school, facing the 
humiliation wrought by bullies; especially children with special needs.” 
 
Zachary feels strongly about advocating for children with special needs and including 
them in the general classroom experience. He also feels strongly about having a kind 
and respectable environment in the classroom. He’s felt this way for a long time.  
 
“For this reason, SNAP is stepping up to make kindness cool. SNAP has 
launched an initiative in New Jersey to start visiting schools to lead 
sensitivity training workshops for students, and they have already 
been highly successful in combating bullying and ignorance toward 
special needs kids,” said Zachary. “This interactive ‘kids helping kids’ approach involves 
a forty minute workshop with students that allows them to experience firsthand the 
challenges faced by their classmates with special needs, including autism, dyslexia, and 
physical disabilities.” 
 
Zachary’s initiative workshop helps teens discover the challenges of living with special 
needs and better firm their advocacy and appreciation for their peers with special 
needs.  
 
“After my peers go through this program, plus the creation of my 
Ambassador program; these are the catalyst motivating them to 
volunteer,” said Zachary. “Once they hear these facts they are usually empathetic and 
ready to join forces with SNAP.” 



 
The Ambassador program is designed to reinforce what students learned during the 
training sessions. 
 
“The children with a full understanding of compassion and empathy are the ones who 
clearly demonstrate a commitment to being a helpful and friendly person not only to 
their peers, but also to children with special needs and other disabilities,” said Zachary. 
“This is a motivational program which helps highlight students who go above and 
beyond in the classrooms and community” 
 
If you feel passionate about advocating for children with special needs, SNAP wants to 
hear from you.  
 
“SNAP is looking for students who really understand the message of being a good 
person with the ability to go outside of their comfort zone. They are the ones that are 
invited to work in the schools continuing our training to their peers,” said Zachary.  
 
For more information about Zachary and his organization, Special Needs Athletic 
Programs; visit http://www.snapclinics.org/ 

http://www.snapclinics.org/

